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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is the Final Office Action from the examiner in charge of this application in 
response to applicant's amendment dated 6/2/2006. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the limitation in claim 3 
of the storage unit is a rack having sides substantially open must be shown or the 
feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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3. The drawings were received on 6/2/2006. These drawings are acceptable. 

4. In addition to Replacement Sheets containing the corrected drawing figure(s), 
applicant is required to submit a marked-up copy of each Replacement Sheet including 
annotations indicating the changes made to the previous version. The marked-up copy 
must be clearly labeled as "Annotated Sheets" and must be presented in the 
amendment or remarks section that explains the change(s) to the drawings. See 37 
CFR 1.121(d)(1). Failure to timely submit the proposed drawing and marked-up copy 
will result in the abandonment of the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claim 33 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by USP 
5,806,948 to Rowan, Sr. et al. 

Rowan, Sr. et al discloses a storage unit with a rolling tray arrangement 
comprising all the elements recited in the claim including, such as shown in Figs 2-3, a 
storage compartment with sides, an opening in at least one of the sides, a plurality of 
rollers 42, a tray 28; wherein the tray 28 includes a flat plate-shaped bottom, a front 
wall, and side walls extending rearwardly from ends of the front wall, the front wall and 
the side walls extending upwardly from the flat plate-shaped bottom of the tray. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

8. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

9. Claims 1-8, 10-12, 14-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over USP 6,563,048 to Holt et al in view of USP 2,610,035 to Wennlund 
and USP 5,297,645 to Eckersley et al. 

Holt discloses a storage unit comprising all the elements recited in the above 
listed claim including a storage compartment with sides, such as shown in Figs 7-8, an 
opening in at least one of the sides, a plurality of rollers 691 arranged on a lower portion 
of the storage unit, a plurality of trays 540, a plurality of roller shelves 530 having hooks 
for attaching to the opening in the at least one of the sides of the storage compartment; 
wherein the roller shelf is free standing, the tray is a flat plate, telecommunications and 
batteries housed in the storage compartment. The differences being that Holt does not 
disclose the roller shelf being provided with rollers, the plurality of rollers are mounted in 
a manner so as to project partially through openings formed in the lower portion of the 
storage unit and a surface of the roller shelf, the roller shelf serves as a door and being 
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pivotably attached to the storage unit below the opening of the compartment, swinging 
upward to close the opening, the rollers being distributed substantially uniformly over 
the lower portion of the storage unit and the roller shelf, the roller shelf including two or 
more bracket assemblies with rollers, the bracket assemblies being usable 
independently of each other, the opening being provided on two of the sides of the 
compartment opposite each other, the tray being movable completely outside the 
storage unit onto the roller shelf. In regard to claim 17, the roller shelf "may be stored" 
above the batteries in the storage compartment when not supporting the tray, thus 
holding the batteries securely on the tray. 

Wennlund teaches the idea of providing a storage unit with a roller shelf 20,21 
having a plurality of rollers 38, the roller shelf serves as a door and being pivotably 
attached to the storage unit below the opening of the compartment, swinging upward to 
close the opening, the rollers being distributed substantially uniformly over the lower 
portion of the storage unit and the roller shelf, the roller shelf including two or more 
bracket assemblies 37a-d with rollers, the bracket assemblies being usable 
independently of each other, and the item 16 stored therein being movable completely 
outside the storage unit onto the roller shelf; wherein the structure facilitates moving the 
item from a stored position to an extended easy to access position. Eckersley et al 
teaches that it is well known in the art to provide a horizontal support platform with a 
plurality of rollers mounted in a manner so as to project partially through openings 
formed in the horizontal support platform in order to facilitate movement of an article 
supported thereon between an extended and retracted position. Therefore, it would 
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have been obvious to modify the structure of Holt et al by providing the roller shelf with 
a plurality of rollers, the roller shelf serves as a door and being pivotably attached to the 
storage unit below the opening of the compartment, swinging upward to close the 
opening, the rollers being distributed substantially uniformly over the lower portion of the 
storage unit and the roller shelf, the roller shelf including two or more bracket 
assemblies with rollers, the bracket assemblies being usable independently of each 
other, and the tray being movable completely outside the storage unit onto the roller 
shelf in order to facilitate moving the tray from a stored position to an extended easy to 
access position, as taught by Wennlund, and the plurality of rollers being mounted in a 
manner so as to project partially through openings formed in the lower portion of the 
storage unit and a surface of the roller shelf in order to facilitate movement of an article 
supported thereon between an extended and retracted position, as taught by Eckersley 
et al, since each teaches alternate conventional compartment unit having roller shelf 
structure, used for the same intended purpose of housing articles therein, thereby 
providing structure as claimed. In regard to claim 12 of the opening being provided on 
two of the sides of the compartment opposite each other, the examiner takes the Office 
notice that it is well known in the art to provide a storage compartment with openings on 
two opposite sides in order to allow access to the interior from two different sides. 
10. Claims 1, 9, 18, and 34-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Rowan, Sr. et al in view of USP 2,610,035 to Wennlund, 5,297,645 to 
Eckersley et al, and USP 5,779,064 to Dolling. 
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Rowan, Sr. et al discloses a storage unit with a rolling tray arrangement 
comprising all the elements recited in the claim including, such as shown in Figs 2-3, a 
storage compartment with sides, an opening in at least one of the sides, a shelf 24 
including a plate with a front wall and side walls extending rearwardly from ends of the 
front wall, the front wall and the side walls extending upwardly from the plate of the 
roller shelf, a plurality of rollers 42, a tray 28; wherein the tray 28 includes a flat plate- 
shaped bottom, a front wall, and side walls extending rearwardly from ends of the front 
wall, the front wall and the side walls extending upwardly from the flat plate-shaped 
bottom of the tray. The differences being that Rowan, Sr. et al does not disclose the 
shelf 24 provided with a plurality of rollers, the plurality of rollers are mounted in a 
manner so as to project partially through openings formed in the lower portion of the 
storage unit and a surface of the shelf 24, the openings and rollers on both the storage 
unit and the shelf are arranged in rows and columns, each row and column having at 
least three separate opening and rollers. 

Wennlund teaches the idea of providing a storage unit with a roller shelf 20,21 
having a plurality of rollers 38, the roller shelf serves as a door and being pivotably 
attached to the storage unit below the opening of the compartment, swinging upward to 
close the opening, the rollers being distributed substantially uniformly over the lower 
portion of the storage unit and the roller shelf, the roller shelf including two or more 
bracket assemblies 37a-d with rollers, the bracket assemblies being usable 
independently of each other, and the item 16 stored therein being movable completely 
outside the storage unit onto the roller shelf; wherein the structure facilitates moving the 
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item from a stored position to an extended easy to access position. Eckersley et al 
teaches that it is well known in the art to provide a horizontal support platform with a 
plurality of rollers mounted in a manner so as to project partially through openings 
formed in the horizontal support platform in order to facilitate movement of an article 
supported thereon between an extended and retracted position. Dolling teaches the 
idea of providing a plurality of easily secured and removed individual roller assemblies, 
each having openings and rollers arranged in rows and columns, each row and column 
having at least three separate opening and rollers; wherein the roller assemblies 
facilitates retrofitting a support surface with roller assemblies in order to allow easy 
movement of articles placed thereon. Therefore, it would have been obvious to modify 
the structure of Rowan, Sr. et al by providing the shelf with a plurality of rollers, the 
rollers being distributed substantially uniformly over the lower portion of the storage unit 
and the roller shelf, and the tray being movable completely outside the storage unit onto 
the roller shelf in order to facilitate moving the tray from a stored position to an extended 
easy to access position, as taught by Wennlund; further, it also would have been 
obvious to further modify the structure of Rowan, Sr. et al by having the plurality of 
rollers being mounted in a manner so as to project partially through openings formed in 
the lower portion of the storage unit and a surface of the roller shelf in order to facilitate 
movement of an article supported thereon between an extended and retracted position, 
as taught by Eckersley et al; furthermore, it also would have been obvious to further 
modify the structure of Rowan, Sr. et al by providing the openings and rollers on both 
the storage unit and the shelf being arranged in rows and columns, each row and 
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column having at least three separate opening and rollers thereby facilitates retrofitting 
a support surface with roller assemblies in order to allow easy movement of articles 
placed thereon, since each reference teaches alternate conventional compartment unit 
having roller shelf structure, used for the same intended purpose of housing articles 
therein, thereby providing structure as claimed. 

Response to Arguments 

1 1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Zimmer et al, Belanger et al, Slater, Massacesi, Fullenkamp, and 
Hansen all show structures similar to various elements of applicant's disclosure. 

13. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hanh V. Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6868. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, and alternate 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on (571) 272-6867. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




LANNA MAI 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 



August 18, 2006 



